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The Earl of Rosse

MEN OF DIFFERENT RACE AND TONGUE have existed
throughout the world since the dawn of history. Their dif-
ferences have led to disputes and to wars on countless occa-
sions, and yet never until recent times have these struggles
between rival nationalisms reached such proportions as to
constitute a problem which can truly be said to threaten the
continued existence of civilization as we know it. Let us
examine how the natural and laudable pride and love that all
human beings feel for their own countries should have been
instrumental in giving rise to the major political evil of
modern times.

From the period of the break-up of the Roman Empire
until the eighteenth century means of communication
throughout Europe were rudimentary. Contact between
places even in the same province was often severely limited,
and rivalry was felt between neighbouring towns and dis-
tricts, rather than between countries. The ordinary man and
woman had no means of forming an opinion on the men and
women of other countries; therefore, while being proud of
their own country, they did not necessarily feel superior to
foreigners, who were beyond their horizon. Only members of
the limited class who had the monopoly of power and educa-
tion were in the position to judge of foreign peoples, and they
were the sole arbiters of any disputes or wars which took
place between nations. The eighteenth century was a period
during which the evil inflicted by wars was strictly limited,
became the rulers remembered the terrible devastations
wrought by the refigious wars of the last two centuries, and
were wise enough to realize for the most part that, once
passion is allowed to enter a struggle, the damage ensuing